
 

         

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Last week I was visiting a shop on the Dahlonega square when the 
store owner called to me by name and said she had recently been 
talking about me to her daughter. The younger woman had told her 
mother that she was searching for a church to attend, but had been 
disappointed so far by the experience of visiting some local 
congregations. She moved her search online and began to watch 
worship services via streaming. She found one service that she was 
particularly interested in, and had watched a couple of times with 
enthusiasm. She told her mother that it was a Presbyterian church 
in Dawsonville and seemed to be just what she was looking for. The 
mother asked her daughter if the pastor was David (that’s me!), a 
friend of the mom. The daughter insisted that this man wasn’t 
anyone the mother would know, and was eventually surprised to 
learn that her mom did in fact have a friendly relationship with this 
Presbyterian pastor (me again!). Upon hearing this story, I 
encouraged the mother to tell her daughter we would be happy to 
meet her in person, should she choose to attend someday. 
 

Many of you who attend in person on Sunday mornings are well 
aware that some of our members cannot be present physically, so 
they worship with us via our website, or on YouTube, or through 
Facebook Live. Occasionally people will even go to one of these 
platforms and watch the service later, especially if they are 
unavailable to participate at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, when the 
service is occurring. Since we have such faithful participation from 
our members who have moved too far away to continue worshiping 
with us in person, or are prohibited  
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service is occurring. Since we have such 
faithful participation from our members 
who have moved too far away to continue 
worshiping with us in person, or are 
prohibited from showing up because of 
illness or other physical challenges, it might 
be easy to forget about all our viewers 
whom we have never met. 
 
Your willingness as a church to invest in the 
equipment and technology to share your 
worship services with the entire online 
community is a great example of your 
commitment to evangelism and to the 
faithful stewardship of your resources in 
advancing to the kingdom of God in Dawson 
County and beyond. WAY beyond. You are 
being a blessing and providing an important 
resource to a segment of the populace who 
are learning of the love of God in Jesus 
Christ while using this valuable tool for 
ministry.  
 
We may never physically meet most of the 
members of our “online congregation,” 
especially the one who live far away and 
have never visited our community. Yet they 
are an important part of our ministry, and 
the Kingdom of God is growing as a result of 
your commitment to sharing the gospel of 
Jesus Christ in this format. 
 
If you attend in person on Sundays, you may 
have noticed an increase in the number of 
worshipers over the last several months. 
Participation in worship is growing, our 
giving is increasing, and our membership 
numbers are up. We continue to host a 
steady number of visitors, many of whom 
return multiple times. This is encouraging. I 
would like to also encourage you that much 

of our impact is occurring in an online 
setting that isn’t always as easy to quantify.  
 
Thank you for your faithful giving to the 
ministries of this congregation. Your faithful 
stewardship and your impressive generosity 
continue to enable your staff, elders, 
deacons, and volunteers to reach out in love 
to a world of folks who are looking for the 
ministry you’re providing. 
 
Grace to you, 
 
David 
 

  

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM  

 

The parking lot has been completed and 
stripped. The cost of the work was 
$38,300.00. Any donations in addition to 
your current giving will be appreciated.  
A new sink has been given to us, and it has 
been installed in the nursery room. No more 
washing dishes in the restrooms. 
 
The committee has two more projects to 
complete. The smoke detectors for the 
downstairs need to be installed. 
Additionally, a second grab bar will be 
installed above the current one, at the Hwy 
53 entrance to the office area.  
 
One item that was not added to the parking 
lot repair and stripping was new stripping in 
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the Hwy 53 parking area. We are 
entertaining a bid for the work, and it will go 
before session before we start any new 
projects. 
 
If there are other items that need our 
attention, please let me know. 
 
Bob Thornton, Administration Team. 
 

 

EVANGELISM / MISSIONS TEAM  

 

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the son and of the Holy Ghost:  

Teaching them to observe all things 

whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, 

I am with you always, even unto the end of 

the world.  Amen” (KJV) 
 

As a young girl, growing up in a Baptist 

Church, I had to memorize this verse (as well 

as many others) in order to go up the ranks 

in the Girls Auxiliary.  The “Great 

Commission” is the last command Christ 

gave to the disciples.  It is a command not 

only to church leaders but to all who call 

Jesus their “Lord and Savior.” 

 

Evangelism can sound like an intimidating 

word, but at its heart, it is simply sharing 

God’s love with others.  It is not only the 

work of a committee, but the calling of 

every Christian.    It can happen through an 

invitation to worship, a conversation with a 

neighbor, a helping hand to someone in 

need, or simply being present for someone 

going through an illness or difficult situation.    

 

As a congregation, we have much to share.  

We are blessed to have a church family that 

worships together, supports each other, 

serves the community, and seeks to grow in 

faith with others.       

 

We may not all be evangelists in the 

professional sense, but we have all received 

gifts that we can use to help fulfill the great 

commission.  We should ask ourselves – 

Who might God be placing in my path?  

Who can I encourage?  Who might 

appreciate an invitation to worship or a 

chance to be a part of our church family? 

 

Jesus concludes the Great Commission with 

a promise: “I am with you always, even to 

end of the world.”  We don’t carry out this 

work alone.  Christ goes with us.  May we 

prayerfully seek opportunities to share our 

faith, extend a welcoming hand, and invite 

others to discover the hope and joy we have 

found in Christ.  Together we continue to 

answer Jesus’s call to “go” and make 

disciples. 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE TEAM  

 

 

Everyone, thank you for your donations to 

the Dawson County school nurse. I delivered 

them to Dr. Vikkie last week. We managed 

to fill up the back of my car. 

For October, we will be collecting supplies 

for the Rainbow Girls Children’s Home.  I will 

have Crystal send you a list of the common 

items that are needed at the home. I will 

contact Ms. Melinda Frausto to see if there 

are any special things that they need.  

If anyone would like to join the Social Justice 

team, or if you have ideas on how we can 

help the community, please let me know.  

Thanks for your help. 

Andy Clemons  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP TEAM 

 
School is back in session, fall is in the air 

(well, at least in the stores it is ), and our 
lives begin to settle into familiar rhythms. As 
we enter this season of change, we see 
some changes in our Chancel Choir family as 
well. 
 
We say a fond farewell to Vivian Kent and 
Kyleigh Chadwick as they move on to other 
endeavors. We are grateful for the time, 
talent, and energy they have shared with 
Grace and wish them all the best in what lies 
ahead. 
 
At the same time, we are excited to 
welcome Emmie Shelton as our new alto 
intern. Emmie is a senior at North Forsyth 
High School and is active in both the choir 
and drama programs. We are delighted to 
have her join us and look forward to the 
music she will share with us. Welcome to 
Grace, Emmie. 
 
We are also excited to bring back our 
Handbell Choir this fall. We held our first 
rehearsal and are already making some 
wonderfully joyful sounds. If you are 
interested in being part of this group, please 
reach out to me. Our next rehearsal will be 
in October, with the date to be announced 
in the Sunday bulletin. 
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Finally, a special thank-you to our Worship 
Team volunteers who are already working 
behind the scenes to prepare for our 
annual Kirkin’ of the Tartans service in 
October. If you have questions about the 
service or would like to have a tartan 
included, please contact Shirley 
Hawkins at shirleyhawkins3@gmail.com. 
 
As the leaves begin to change and we move 
into a new season, we are reminded of the 
many ways God continues to bring new life, 
new opportunities, and new music into our 
midst. We joyfully look forward to the 
seasons ahead and to sharing many 
wonderful moments of music and worship 
with you.  
 
Grace2U,  
Gene 
 

            

 

 

In Our Prayers:    John and Susan Adams 

(Marsha Loftin), Susan Atkins, Frank Ball, Ruth 

Ann Ball, the Barnes Family - Carey and his son 

Baron (Mary Ann Sheehy), Kenneth Behrens 

(Karen Permenter), Bill and Sandy (Dan Scott), 

Teresa Bright, Pat Brooks (Alyssa), Carter 

(Kyleigh), Cathy (Kristi Deutz), Harlan Chester 

(Shirley Hawkins), Trey Courtney, Patricia Crain 

(Ruth Ann Ball), Randy Crouse, Darren (Chris 

Yarbrough), Karen Davenport, Joan and Randy 

Davis, Mary Delasota (Bob Thornton), Jared 

Dixon, Jared Mike Eason (Joey), Bettie Fore, Joe 

Fortune, Marvin Fuller (Kelly), Fred Goodman 

(Margie), Bill Hambright (Jim and Margie), 

Patrick Hawkins family (Shirley), Shirley 

Hawkins, Robert, Sarah, and Mark Hunt (Jim 

Hambright), Irena (Gretchen Blackwell), James 

(Andy), Jane (Shirley), Cindy Johnson (Amanda 

Herrit), Doug Jones (Margie O’Byrne), Joyce 

(Dan Scott), Julia (Kristi Deutz), Justin (Carmen), 

Bill Keller, Cliff Kelley (Andy), Sharra Kelley, 

Cynthia Kodua, Norman Leonpacher (Mike 

Norton),  Judy Leyba (Mike Norton), Tom 

Longerbeam, Martha’s Family (Dan Scott), Reed 

Maurer, Anna McQuilken (Kristi Deutz), Melissa, 

Alex Mills (Jared), Jakub Mills and family, John 

Murray (Betty Banks), Eric Nelson (Katie), Mrs. 

Nichols (Lynette), Mike Norton, Margie O’Byrne, 

Joan Palazzolo, Kay Parrish, Day Perez (Lynette 

Steritz),  Betty Powell, Brenda Reagans (Kristie), 

Roman Ryan (Marsha), Sally (Kelly), Dan Scott, 

Chris Seese, Lisa Sheehy, Sherman (Sandy), 

Dustin Seymour, Kathy Silvio (Marsha Loftin), 

Nancy Smiley (Ruth Ann Ball), Mel Smith 

(Margie), Cory Speakman (Gene Seese), Lynette 

mailto:shirleyhawkins3@gmail.com
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Steritz, Jacob Stone (Nancy McCue), Susan 

(Ruth Ann Ball), Brad and Colleen Taylor, 

Thomas (Kelly), Viviana Torres, the family of 

John Trammel (Emma Teems), Trudy (Sandy), 

Elise Turner (Chris Seese), Virginia (Kelly), Carol 

Watkins, Sherry Weeks, Gavin White, Wilma & 

her husband (Sandy), Desi Witten (Richard)                                                    

Hospital: Shelby Lee                                                                                                        

Sympathy: The family of Helen UHarotai Bartal, 

the family of Sandy Grimes, the family of 

Margaret Hunt, the family of Stan Lowry Jr. 

 
 

Sunday, October 4: World Communion 

Offering 

Sunday, October 18: Generosity Sunday 

Sunday, October 25: Reformation Sunday 

Sunday, November 15: Consecration Sunday 

Sunday, November 22: Kirkin’ O’ the Tartan 

Service & Thanksgiving Meal 

Sunday, November 29: Hanging of the Green  

Thursday, December 24: Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service & Christmas Joy Offering 

 

 

USHER /LITURGIST SCHEDULE  

Liturgists:   Ushers:   

October   October  

10/4 Grace Walden  Bill & Joann Keller,  
Barbara Quintrell  

10/11 Joey Homans   Jerry Atkins, Joey &  
Kristie Homans  

10/18 Christy Jordan  Marsha Loftin, Dan &  
Shirley Schmelzinger  

10/25 Lynette Steritz  Nancy McCue , Jane  
Miller, Priscilla Taylor  

                  

Liturgists:         Ushers: 
 

November   November 

11/1 Joyce Ball  Gordon & Jeannette  
Brand, Barbara Quintrell  

Communion: Marsha Loftin, Nancy McCue, Mary Ann  
Sheehy  
11/8 Margie O’Byrne  Mike & Joyce Ball, Jane  

Miller 
11/15 Volunteer Needed Gordon & Jeannette  

Brand, Nancy McCue   
11/22 Lynette Steritz  Bill & Joann Keller,  

Priscilla Taylor 
11/29 Hanging of Green Dan & Shirley  

Schmelzinger, Barbara  
Quintrell 

 

Liturgists:         Ushers: 
 
December   December  
  
12/6 Grace Walden  Jerry & Susan Atkins,  

Barbara Quintrell  
12/13 Nathan Steritz   Joey & Kristie Homans,  

Jane Miller   
12/20 Christy Jordan   Marsha Loftin, Bob &  

Peggy Thornton 
12/27 Peggy Thornton  Mike & Joyce Ball,  

Priscilla Taylor  
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October  

 

8th – The Bishops   
 

November 
 

14th – Jessica & Terrence Johns  
 

 

27th – Susan & Jerry Atkins  
 

December 

 

2nd – Kristi & Luis Deutz 
 

16th – Joyce & Mike Ball 
 

25th – Karen & Andrew 

Permenter  

 

October Birthdays 

4th – Jerry Atkins 

7th – Peggy Thornton 

17th – Shirley Hawkins 

18th – Chuck Achuff  

21st – Luis Deutz  

23rd – Ruth Ann Ball  

27th – Kevin Herrit 

30th – Hampton Bishop 

November Birthdays 

4th – Kristie Homans   

4th – Cynthia Kodua 

6th – Kristi Deutz 

10th – Bonnie Fry 

10th – James Hamilton 

14th –Sawyer McDuffie  

15th – Anna Grace Martin 

17th – Paula Harris 

19th – Bob Thornton  

21st – River Parrish 

21st – Shirley Schmelzinger   

December Birthdays 

1st – Elaine Coker  

8th – Susan Atkins 

10th – Shelby Lee 

14th – Lynette Steritz 

17th – Roy Blackwell 

19th – Nancy Martin 

19th – Margaret Honn 

22nd – Gordon Brand  

27th – Sarah Logan 

30th – Carol Watkins   

 


