
 

         

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

As I sit down to write these words in the last days of 2025, I have just 

received a message from Goodreads.com containing a summary of my 

“Year in Books.” I track my reading on a couple of different sites, and 

Goodreads has begun offering a summation of my annual book 

consumption. I suppose it is a confirmation of the trend we saw begin 

with Spotify’s “Wrapped”, in which customers learn which music we 

listened to most often in the preceding year by using the streaming 

service. Apparently, a number of different services have begun to 

participate in this type of year-end review, perhaps attempting to 

encourage us to use their apps even more in the upcoming year while 

simultaneously catering to our nostalgia and voracious appetite to 

indulge in celebrating our own interests.  

I enjoy my “Wrapped”, but it is not possible to surprise me with this data 

as I know very well what I have been listening to in the last twelve 

months. Rather, what interests me most is learning how my musical 

tastes align with my friends and other Spotify listeners in general. This 

year’s new feature in which listeners are assigned an age based on 

musical taste was a lot of fun. I was amused to see so many friends with 

an age in the 50s and older, while somehow I ended up with the dubious 

musical age of 17 years old. It almost doesn’t sound like a compliment, 

really.  
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Goodreads’ Year in Books is fun for the 

statistics. While it is easy to track the number of 

titles I read in a calendar year, I’ve never 

considered notating the number of pages read 

annually. As of today I have read 27,093 pages 

in 100 books in 2025. Shortest book: 57 pages. 

Longest: 1,200. Uses for this information: none. 

(Unless you count church newsletter topics) 

 

What would it look like if I could somehow 

quantify my spiritual disciplines in a given year? 

Imagine if I could receive an update in late 

December informing me of all my relevant faith 

statistics for the preceding year. 

 

Maybe it would include things like the number 

of hours spent in prayer, or the number of days 

each week in which I studied my Bible. It might 

inform me how many times I invited someone 

to church, or how often I shared the peace and 

love of Christ with a stranger. How often did I 

attend worship, participate in a Bible study 

group, or volunteer to serve the community? 

Was I generous with time, my talents, and my 

income, especially compared to last year and/or 

averages for people in my zip code? Maybe I 

could learn which commandments I am most 

likely to obey, and even which ones I most 

struggled to keep.  

 

I’m not sure a summation of data like that 

would be encouraging. In fact, knowing those 

numbers might be humbling and more than a 

little disappointing. How gratifying, then, is the 

news that God’s love for us isn’t based on our 

numbers, statistics, or accomplishments. God’s 

love and acceptance of us predates our 

understanding of salvation, goodness, or 

forgiveness. In Romans 5 we read that “even 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

No amount of data, cataloguing, or statistics of 

our annual accomplishments will ever increase 

our worthiness in the eyes of the God who 

loved us so much, He sent his one and only Son 

that we might be saved. That is a positive note 

upon which to end our year in faith.  

Grace to you, 
David 
 

 

DISCIPLESHIP TEAM 

 
This is my last article as a ruling elder serving on 

your session.  It’s been an honor and a privilege 

to serve at Grace Presbyterian. This article 

outlines material I’ve found regarding changes 

happening in Christian discipleship today.  

Please recognize the vital role you can play with 

your knowledge and experience. 

 

Your Wisdom Matters: The Changing Shape of 

Christian Discipleship in 2026 

The way Christians practice their faith is quietly 

changing. We are seeing a decline in the idea 

that faith is just attending a Sunday service to 

"get fed." Instead, the church is returning to the 

basics: a focus on deep, personal relationships 

and living out what the Bible teaches every day.  

The goal is genuine spiritual formation—to 

become like Christ—not just gathering 

information or listening to sermons. Your life 

and your faith are needed now more than ever, 

not just in the pew on Sunday morning, but in 

every part of your week. 
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Where does this deep faith happen? It's moving 

from church buildings and classrooms to small 

groups—often meeting in living rooms, at 

kitchen tables, or over coffee. This simpler way 

of doing church has a fancy new name - the 

Micro-Community model. It helps people truly 

know one another and share their burdens. To 

me, this sounds a lot like the first century 

church where folks met in homes, built faithful 

worshipping communities, and called others to 

Christ.  Look at all the early disciples Paul lists in 

Romans 16:1-16.  Paul wrote this in A.D. 57; 

how’d you like to be on a list like this 2,000 

years from now?  We use new technology, like 

computers and phones, for easy things like 

organizing prayer chains, but we rely on face-

to-face time (NOT FaceTime) for real spiritual 

growth and mentoring. The focus is on doing 

the Word together, not just studying it. 

The world around us is becoming less focused 

on God and we Christians must be strong and 

resilient to keep our faith secure. This means 

returning to powerful, age-old traditions like 

observing the Sabbath and practicing real 

hospitality. Furthermore, we must live our faith 

everywhere: at the office, the grocery store, 

and in our communities. The fancy new term 

for this is Vocational Stewardship—using your 

life experience, skills, and daily activities to 

serve your neighbors and show God’s love right 

where you are. To many of us, it’s just the way 

we were taught to live.  Your seasoned wisdom 

and consistent witness are the greatest gifts to 

the next generation. 

What does this mean for you today? It means 

your experience is vital! The best way to help 

the church isn't always by attending another 

meeting or organizing another potluck for your 

friends at church, but by sharing your life with 

others and passing on the lasting habits of faith.  

 

Simple Steps You Can Start Today 

Here are two simple steps you can take today 

that only require a small change in your daily 

practice.  For some of you, you may already be 

doing one or both.  The new-fangled term for 

these practices is Micro-Habits. These are 

strategic, reproducible actions designed to 

weave your faith into the ordinary moments of 

your week.  Even if you haven’t made any other 

New Year’s resolutions, try These Micro-Habits: 

• The First 15 Offline: Commit to spending 

the first 15 minutes of your day without 

looking at a screen. Use that time instead 

for silence, prayer, or reading Scripture. 

• The Threshold Prayer: As you leave your 

home and get into your car, enter a 

restaurant, or walk into your workplace 

(or even open your daily calendar), take 

a moment to pray: "Lord, I enter this 

space as your ambassador. Help me to 

serve with grace today." 

Peace,  

 

 

FELLOWSHIP TEAM 

 
If you missed the Christmas Eve service, you 
missed a blessing. The church in her Christmas 
finery, with the choir in their robes, 
and the sanctuary full of worshipers.............. 
 
David had prepared a beautiful service with 
familiar Bible readings and a thoughtful homily, 
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and Gene had the choir in heavenly voice. They 
have never sounded better. What joy. 
 
Coming soon will be our Souper Sunday 
celebration. Not only will we be feasting on an 
assortment of soups, breads, salads and 
desserts (lots of desserts, please), we will be 
asking each of you to bring a can of soup for the 
local food pantry. 
 
Sign-up sheets for flowers and refreshments for 
the coffee hour have been placed in the 
hallway. Placing flowers in the sanctuary is a 
good way to remember or honor someone. Just 
let Crystal know and she will include the name 
in the bulletin. For refreshments grab a friend 
or two and sign up together. It doesn't have to 
be a "meal". Coffee (always available) and 
sweets will do. And besides, it's fun. 
 
Grace and blessings. 
Betty 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE TEAM  

 

I want to thank all of you for your support 

from day one.  I am still learning all the 

things that the Social Justic team are 

expected to accomplish. I think we are off to 

a good start.  We were able to donate 11 

bags and 3 cases of the items that were 

requested by the head of the school nurse 

program. Dr. Vikkie was very thankful for 

everything, and she will see that they are 

shared with the schools that need them.  

We are going to check with her again in 

February to see if they have any needs.  

 

We also contacted Melinda Frausto, the 

Executive Director of the Rainbow Children’s 

Home in Dahlonega, who we have helped in 

the past.  They currently have 8 girls, which 

is their max.  We took the items that were 

collected for them on the 22nd of December.  

We gave the girls new pillows they had 

requested, and thanks to our women’s 

group, we were able to give each girl a $50 

gift card for Christmas. We will continue to 

check in for their current needs throughout 

the year.  

Also, thanks to all of you for pitching in and 

helping with The Collage, The Collective, and 

Central Presbyterian Church to gather items 

for the self-care kits that they were able to 

share with some of the unhoused people in 

their area. 

Again, thanks to each and everyone of you 

for your help.  If you see a need in our area, 

please let me know and we will see what we 

can do to help. With God’s help, we just 

might do more than expected. 

Andy Clemons 
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GRACE NOTES 

 

As Advent and Christmas draw to a close, we 
pause with grateful hearts. We give thanks 
for the many hands and hearts that helped 
make this holy season meaningful—through 
worship, service, and faithful presence. I 
especially want to thank the choir for their 
work and dedication to service through 
music. Together, we once again proclaimed 
the good news: God is with us. 

The season after Epiphany invites us into 
reflection and growth as we consider how 
Christ’s light continues to shine in our daily 
lives. Soon, we will turn our attention 
toward Lent, a season of intentional 
preparation marked by prayer, reflection, 
and compassion. Lent invites us not simply 
to give something up, but to make room for 
God in new and deeper ways.  The choir loft 
always has room if you feel God leading you 
in that direction, just come and speak to me 
or one of the choir members about joining 
our group. 

Look for some new music opportunities as 
we enter the new year. We give thanks for 
Advent’s promise fulfilled and move forward 
with hope, ready for the journey ahead. 

 
Grace2U, Gene 
 
 
 

 
 
Many blessings were received and bestowed 
during the final quarter of 2025. The Max 
Lucado Bible Study of James was facilitated by 
several members of the group and proved to be 
a growing experience while studying the book 
of James focusing on patience, perseverance 
and prayer. The study concluded with a 
luncheon hosted by Sara Achuff at her home in 
Big Canoe. December concluded with an Advent 
study led by our own, David Jordan. We 
reflected on how to keep Advent alive 
throughout the Christmas season and beyond. 
As always, thoughts and personal experiences 
were shared. Our Ladies’ Benevolence fund 
(members contribute $1.00 each week) helps to 
fund numerous acts of kindness throughout the 
year. With this fund, we have provided flowers 
to ladies in the church having health concerns, 
gift cards for meals and monetary assistance to 
community members in need. It’s encouraging 
how these dollars add up and help in many 
areas! Peggy Thornton is most faithful in 
maintaining our prayer list on a weekly basis. 
Thank you, Peggy! All ladies are invited to join 
us for the monthly Ladies’ Luncheons held most 
months, sometimes at the church and 
sometimes at a designated location. A new 
study (tbd) will begin in January and plans for 
the upcoming year will be finalized (ideas 
welcomed and appreciated!). We welcome all 
ladies to join us for some wonderful enriching 
fellowship. All activities will be communicated 
via Crystal thru the church e-mail.  Feel free to 
contact Peggy Thornton (478.396.5052) or 
Marsha Loftin (770.883.2719) for additional 
information. 
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In Our Prayers:    John and Susan Adams (Marsha 

Loftin), Anna (Kristi Deutz), Susan Atkins, Frank Ball, 

Ruth Ann Ball, the Barnes Family - Carey and his son 

Baron (Mary Ann Sheehy), Helen UHarotai Bartal 

(Kellie Dixon), Kenneth Behrens (Karen Permenter), 

Bill and Sandy (Dan Scott), Gretchen Blackwell, 

Teresa Bright, Carmen, Cathy (Kristi Deutz), Lisa 

Conn, Trey Courtney, Patricia Crain (Ruth Ann Ball), 

Darren (Chris Yarbrough), Karen Davenport, Joan 

and Randy Davis, Mary Delasota (Bob Thornton), 

Jared Dixon, Jared Mike Eason (Joey), Bettie Fore, 

Marvin Fuller (Kelly), Jim Hambright, Patrick 

Hawkins family (Shirley), Dustin Heard's family, 

Clara, Hogan (Shirley), Margaret Hunt (Jim 

Hambright), Robert Hunt (Jim Hambright), Irena 

(Gretchen Blackwell), Robert Ivy, Jenna (Reece 

Neidlinger), John Joh, Cindy Johnson (Amanda 

Herrit), Doug Jones (Margie O’Byrne), Joyce (Dan 

Scott), Julia (Kristi Deutz), Justin (Carmen), Cliff 

Kelley (Andy), Sharra Kelley, Cynthia Kodua, Shelby 

Lee, Linda (Jaycey), Martha’s Family (Dan Scott), 

Marty (Sherry), Reed Maurer, Anna McQuilken 

(Kristi Deutz), Jane Miller, John Murray (Betty 

Banks), Eric Nelson (Katie), Mrs. Nichols (Lynette), 

Mike Norton, Margie O’Byrne, Kay Parrish, Betty 

Powell, Mandy Power, Brenda Reagans (Kristie), 

Roman Ryan (Marsha), Chris Seese, Kathy Silvio 

(Marsha Loftin), Nancy Smiley (Ruth Ann Ball), Mel 

Smith (Margie), Jacob Stone (Nancy McCue), Susan 

(Ruth Ann Ball), Colleen Taylor, Ben Thorsheim 

(Chris), Viviana Torres, the family of John Trammel 

(Emma Teems), Trudy (Sandy), Shirley Tucker (Chris 

Seese), Carol Watkins, Bill and Sherry Weeks, Lynn 

Wessinger (Hampton Bishop), Sandra White, Wilma 

& her husband (Sandy), Desi Witten (Richard)  

Hospital: Joan Palazzolo                                                                                                                     

Assisted Living: Sandy Grimes                                                      

Sympathy: The family of Gov. Jim Hunt, the family 

of John Scoggins, the family of David Sheehy 
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February 8 Souper Sunday           12:30pm 

February 18 Ash Wednesday Service        6:00pm 

 

 

 

 
 

Palm Sunday   March 29 11am 
Maundy Thursday April 2  7pm 
Easter Breakfast April 5  9:30 am 
Easter Service April 5  11am  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USHER /LITURGIST SCHEDULE  

Liturgists:   Ushers:   

January    January   

1/4 Grace Walden  Joey & Kristie Homans,  
Barbara Quintrell 

Communion Servers: Nancy McCue, Barbara Quintrell, 
Mary Ann Sheehy 
1/11 Lynette Steritz   Jerry & Susan Atkins,  

Margie O’Byrne   
1/18 Joey Homans  Michael & Joyce Ball,  

Priscilla Taylor 
1/25 Susan Atkins  Nancy McCue, Bob &  

Peggy Thornton  
                   

Liturgists:         Ushers: 
 

February   February 

2/1 Bob Thornton  Jerry & Susan Atkins,  
Elaine Coker 

2/8 Kristie Homans  Bill & Joann Keller,  
Marsha Loftin  

2/15 Richard Smith   Gordon & Jeannette  
Brand, Jane Miller   

2/18  TBD   Jim Hambright & Margie  
(Ash Wednesday 6pm)  O’Byrne 
2/22 Joyce Ball  Elaine Coker, Nancy  

McCue, Priscilla Taylor 
 

Liturgists:         Ushers: 
 
March    March 
  
3/1 Nathan Steritz  Jerry & Susan Atkins,  

Barbara Quintrell  
Communion Servers: Marsha Loftin, Mary Ann Sheehy, 
Grace Walden 
3/8 Margie O’Byrne   Kristie & Joey Homans,  

Jane Miller   
3/15 Chuck Achuff   Bob & Peggy Thornton 
3/22 Christy Jordan  Bill & Joann Keller,  

Priscilla Taylor 
3/29 Peggy Thornton  Michael & Joyce Ball,  

Marsha Loftin 
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March 
 

 

4th – Gail & Marty Horne 

 

20th – Sherry & Bill Weeks 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

January Birthdays 

12th – Linda Clemons  

15th – Andrew Permenter 

15th – Jessica Johns 

18th – Penny Kelley 

24th – Nancy McCue 

29th – Alyssa Stasi 

30th – Tom Quintrell 

31st – Tre Johns 

February Birthdays 

1st – Barbara Ritcheson 

  1st – Terrence Lee Johns  

9th – Rebecca Rainey  

15th – Marsha Loftin 

15th – Priscilla Taylor 

17th – Margie O’Byrne 

20th – Chris Seese 

21st – Rachael Lorenz  

March Birthdays 

1st – Richard Smith 

7th – Joyce Ball  

9th – Joe Fortune 

10th – Ron Coker 

12th – Kay Parrish 

12th – Dan Schmelzinger 

18th – Kathy Westra 

20th – Jim Hambright 

22nd – Glorianna Wilson 

24th – Leia Deutz 

25th – Reed Maurer 

30th – Jane Miller 

31st – Sarah Stasi 

 


